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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

No scheduled meetings. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES FOR 2016 ARE NOW OVERDUE  

HAVE YOU PAID YOURS?! 
 

EVENTS 2016 

Tuesday 26th January, 7:00pm - Presentation by Christine Stevens (See page 3) 

Tuesday 23rd February, 7:00pm - Presentation by Peter Higgs (See page 3). 

Saturday 27th February - West Sussex Annual Convention (See page 6) 

Saturday 5th March - Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day (See page 9) 

Tuesday 22nd March, 7:00pm - AGM and Bee Quiz (See page 3) 

Saturday 23rd April - West Sussex Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus  

8th, 9th, 10th April - BBKA Spring Convention (See page 8) 

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

JANUARY 2016 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  
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The BBKA module examinations will be held at Storrington Village Hall on 

March 19th 2016.  

 

Completed applications, countersigned by a member of your local committee, 

together with your cheques for £25 should be with us not later than February 

3rd, so as to be with BBKA by the 10th February. 

 

R H & M Brooks, 

Exam Secretaries WSBKA, 

23 Lionel Avenue, 

Felpham, 

Bognor Regis, 

West Sussex, 

PO22 8LG 

 

For several years now we have offered new beekeepers a Beginners Package that includes a hive, 

bees, and tuition.  These packages are offered to new members who have been through their initial 

training  with us (i.e. graduated through Preliminaries and continue to attend meetings) and are 

ready to have bees of their own.  It is not a ‘bee purchase’ scheme, rather a continuation of train-

ing, which results in you ending up with a hive of good quality bees at reasonable cost. 

 

We have a lot of beginners coming through our training programme, and to be sure that the 2015 

intake get considered ahead of anyone joining us next season I have started a list of names now of 

those who might wish to apply for a package in 2016.  The Packages can only go to those who 

have not had bees before and allocation will depend on availability of bees and the suitability of 

applicants.  It will not necessarily operate as first come first served.  There are several versions of 

the package with different contents; full details are available from Tom on application. 

 

If you would like to be considered for a package in 2016 please contact Tom, by email only, at 

stone.house@btinternet.com .  Having your name on the list now does not put you under any obli-

gation, but gives us a starting point when we come to the right time in spring.  We can't guarantee 

being able to supply Beginners Packages, as the supply of bees depends on overwintering and the 

requirements of the teaching apiary, but we will make every effort to get as many beginners as 

possible started with bees this way in 2016. 

 

Tom 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
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Honey and Wax Handling  

 

The first of our 2016 Winter Meetings has been scheduled for Tuesday 26th January 2016.  Venue 

will be Loxwood North Hall, with a prompt start at 7:00pm. 

 

Christine Stevens, Chichester Division, will give a presentation entitled Honey and Wax Handling. 

 

Christine worked for over 30 years at Goodwood.  She had responsibility for all aspects of sales 

and marketing, including the management of the corporate hospitality, sponsorship and merchan-

dising departments initially for the horse racing and then for the Festival of Speed and the Good-

wood Revival meeting.  She started beekeeping with her husband in 1995, managing 40 hives; 

producing and selling up to a ton of honey a year. 

 

In recent years Christine has been invited to talk to various beekeeping groups about honey mar-

keting and other beekeeping related subjects.  She believes that as beekeepers we are fortunate to 

be producing such wonderful products as honey and beeswax, and as such, we should present them 

to the highest standards and ensure that anything we sell will make the people who buy it feel that 

it is something special. 

 

This will be an informative talk, with lots of handy tips to help you through the honey handling 

process.  

 

Honey Bee Removal  

 

The second of our 2016 Winter Meetings has been scheduled for Tuesday 23rd February 2016.  

Venue will be Loxwood North Hall, with a prompt start at 7:00pm. 

 

Peter Higgs, BeeGone http://www.beegone.co.uk ,will give a presentation entitled Honey Bee Re-

moval.  

 

Peter Higgs is supported by The Princes Trust and was winner of the RBS Award in 2013.  Peter’s 

company specialises in the removal of honey bees from difficult areas within buildings.   

 

He will be talking about non-lethal removal of honey bees from structures, what you can and can’t 

do, legislation in relation to bees, and the dangers to be considered.  These can include bee stings, 

working at heights, asbestos and other dangerous building fabrics. 

 

Peter has given talks to many beekeeping associations and this will no doubt be a fascinating eve-

ning. 

 

AGM followed by a Bee Quiz 

 

The AGM will be held on  Tuesday 22nd March 2016.  Venue will be the Blacksmith Arms pub at 

Adversane, with a prompt start at 7:00pm. 

 

Further details and agenda will be issued in future editions of this newsletter. 
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I am entering my 53rd year of beekeeping and as I may have occasion-

ally said, I keep seeing things I have never seen before.  An example is 

the weather so far this winter has been so mild that I don't believe bees 

have clustered yet.  On the 27th December we treated the colonies at 

Dounhurst with oxalic acid.  This is normally done when the bees are in 

cluster, a full colony taking up perhaps 4-6 combs, but in some cases 

the bees were covering the whole box.  During most winters, bees will 

break cluster in warm spells to move to other combs where there is 

more food, or to forage within the hive to bring liquid food into the area 

they are clustering, then re-cluster when the temperature drops. 

 

These things show it is very unreliable to do your "beekeeping by numbers", as is often written 

about or taught.  Observation is a very important part of beekeeping and you need to understand 

what you are observing, so you can treat the bees according to their condition, not what the book 

says you should be doing at a certain time. 

 

As the owner of Dave Cushman's website I get quite a lot of things emailed to me.  One is a per-

sonal newsletter by an American beekeeper Malcolm T. Sandford.  I received an issue on Decem-

ber 19th and from it I quote "We here in North Central Florida continue to be plagued by much 

warmer than normal temperatures.  Average high temperature is supposed to be in the 60s F, but 

we are experiencing low 80s F.  I say “plagued” because it's doing the local honey bees and plants 

no favors and certain fruit trees and azaleas are starting to bloom!  I checked the colonies my part-

ner and I are running because I was concerned about them outstripping their food supply.  I see 

lots of honey bee activity including foraging at various trash cans around the neighborhood for 

anything that resembles sweets (soft drink residues!).  So far we are looking ok, although I am 

now seeing small hive beetle activity, which was absent a month ago!  Bring on the colder 

weather!  Some is coming, but long-term forecasts show us perhaps back in the 70s/80s F by 

Christmas Day!"  Perhaps soon some bright spark will come up with a term such as "global warm-

ing". 

 

I have been asked by a number of people about the warm weather encouraging queens to lay more 

eggs, so using up food faster than normal.  I have had several emails from around the country re-

cently.  I am pleased to say that all the colonies at Dounhurst were still well off for food, with any 

brood no more than I would expect at this time of year.  I know the more prolific queens that may 

have been recently imported, or their next generation, do produce a lot of brood in warm spells 

during the winter, so these colonies may be vulnerable. 

 

Never be frightened to whip off a crown board and see what the state of the colony is.  If the bees 

are clustered you can see how much sealed food there is.  If they have broken cluster you can take 

frames out to have a look.  Either way, you won't do much harm. 

 

On 28th December Nell took me for a walk along the Downs link to Bramley Station and back - a 

distance of about 23 miles.  When I got back I told Daisy I had just seen a couple of daffodils in 

full flower.  She told me that she and Martin had just seen a lot in Staines!   

 

On the walk I spotted beehives in the distance fairly close to Bramley.  Out came  the binoculars 

 

Nell and friend 
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to reveal at least 3 piles of reasonably tidy Nationals, but obviously no bees in them.  I know there 

have been recent cases of EFB in that area, so I have alerted a member who lives a mile or so 

away.  They have agreed to investigate further and contact the Bee Inspector.  Everything may be 

clean, but it is always worth having equipment like this checked out. 

 

We will soon be seeing early pollen and nectar sources, such as 

dandelions and willow (withy or pussy willow, salix caprea).  

The latter is brilliant for bees, as the catkins on different trees 

appear in succession over several weeks.  They are male and 

female trees (dioecious).  If the weather is good for a few days, 

bees can bring in huge quantities of nectar and pollen from this 

source.  Although they don't need much help, the beekeeper 

can increase the number of trees by breaking off twigs, pushing 

them in the ground and heeling them in.  They soon take root, 

giving the bees more food in a couple of years time. 

 

Roger 
 

 

Photograph courtesy of RHS website 

 

John Glover has recently sent out emails regarding Winter Learning.  The response has been rea-

sonable, but I would have liked to have seen more.  If you haven't responded please do so.  If you 

aren't interested or the dates don't suit you please let John know, so we know not to chase you or 

we can set up some more sessions. 

 

This is a good way of learning because the photographs were taken locally and show what happens 

in colonies.  Everything is relevant to the management of colonies and we can discuss various op-

tions. 

 

The subjects change each year, so please don't think you have been once, so there is no need to go 

again.  You could be asking questions during the summer that we have covered in the winter! 

 

Roger 

 

 

For those without honey of their own, jars of honey from our teaching apiary are available at just 

£5 per 454g (1 lb) jar.  If you want a bulk supply (30 lb bucket) we should be able to negotiate a 

discounted price.   

 

We have both early (light colour) and late season (darker) honey available. 

 

To order please contact Tom by email, stone.house@btinternet.co . 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.co
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Not to be missed!  Booking now open!. 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention 

Saturday 27th February 2016, 9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough. 

 

Enclosed with this month’s newsletter are the details and Booking Form for the WSBKA Spring 

Convention 2016.  We have a renowned group of speakers and an impressive blend of lectures and 

seminars with something for everyone. 

 

It is our pleasure to welcome the main speakers in 2016; Celia Davis, Pete Sutcliffe and Norman 

Carreck. 

 

Celia is the widely respected author of the books ‘The Honey Bee Inside Out’ and ‘The Honey Bee 

Around and About’.  The title of Celia’s main talk is ‘The World of the Honey Bee Queen’.  She 

will also be presenting a seminar ‘World of Scents’. 

 

Pete has worked tirelessly for the BBKA in a number of roles and until recently was a BBKA 

Trustee.  His main talk is on ‘Colony Nutrition’ and he is presenting a seminar on ‘Beekeeping 

Myths’. 

 

Norman is a research scientist, Science Director of IBRA and works alongside Professor Ratnieks 

at the Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects at the University of Sussex.  He will be giving a 

main talk on ‘What future for local bees in Britain?’ 

 

A simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to catch up with fellow bee-

keepers from around the county.  As always, Paynes will bring a range of equipment and books to 

the Convention for you to purchase.  

 

We are hoping for record numbers to attend and encourage you to book early to ensure you secure 

a place on your preferred seminars. 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the verification certificate for 2016 is now online and available to 

download from the BBKA Members Area of www.bbka.org.uk. . 

 

http://bbka.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b2f7bb7991a0c2554c620addc&id=793b5f8845&e=dbff027a54
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

The mild weather conditions are still the hot topic of conversation.  At work most of my patients 

greet me with a question as to what the bees are doing in the warm weather.  The majority think 

that honey bees actually hibernate and are surprised when I tell them that I have seen bees flying 

when there is snow on the ground.  I take the opportunity to encourage them to add early flowering 

plants to their gardens, such as Crocus and Helleborus niger (Christmas Rose). 

 

Something I did not mention in last month’s article is the fact that I had inadvertently left a queen 

excluder in place on one of my colonies.  The hive is ‘Borage’, over-wintering on a double brood 

chamber.  I was not overly concerned as I had re-arranged the frames at the last inspection and the 

brood, queen and a good supply of stores were in the bottom brood chamber.  I would pick a suit-

able time to remove the queen excluder. 

 

I visited the apiary on 19th December, it was windy but the air was dry (no rain for a change) and 

the car thermometer was reading a balmy 14 degrees.  An ideal opportunity to have a quick look at 

the bees and remove that queen excluder.  All four hives were active with foraging bees returning 

laden with pollen.  All four colonies were working away at the fondant placed above the feed holes 

earlier in the month, with ‘Buttercup’ (the only hive on a single brood chamber) getting through it 

faster than the others.  Of the four, ‘Buttercup’ and ‘Borage’ appeared to be the most active at the 

hive entrances. 

 

Having removed the top brood chamber and queen excluder I checked the frames in the bottom 

brood chamber for stores and brood; if necessary I could swap frames between the two boxes.  The 

first two frames were completely empty; the third had a small arc of stores remaining in the top 

right corner which the bees were uncapping.  I assessed the remaining frames.  There was evidence 

the bees were finding fresh nectar.  Frame five had brood (mostly sealed), and a very calm queen.  

I removed the crown board from the second box to quickly assess the level of stores.  The first 

frame was empty.  As I went to lift the second frame, brace comb between that and the third frame 

broke and nectar began to ooze out.  I decided to leave well alone, replaced the crown board and 

closed the hive; this time without the queen excluder between the two brood boxes!  The bees 

know what to do and will access and redistribute the available stores as required. 

 

I had no need to check the other colonies and so left them well alone.  The fondant will be replen-

ished on each as required and I will monitor activity. 

 

The most important task in the apiary at this time of year is the application of Oxalic Acid, now in 

the form of the only approved product, Api-Bioxal.  The morning of New Year Day was forecast to 

be dry and cooler than of recent weeks, with a frost!  Ideal conditions for applying the treatment.  I 

was away from home for New Year Eve and by the time I returned on New Year Day the tempera-

ture had risen and the rain had returned.  Sadly a missed opportunity.  Not to worry, the forecasters 

are promising a change to ‘more seasonal weather conditions’ in the second week of this month, so 

I’m sure there will be a suitable time for applying Api-Bioxal within the next few days. 

 

In next month’s edition I will be reviewing my 2015 beekeeping year  Happy New Year to you all. 

 

Caroline 
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Take part -EU’s SUPER-B 10 minute Survey, with Reading University 

 

One of the stated aims is to provide policy makers with a comprehensive overview of the kind of 

plants, crop or otherwise that beekeepers (both hobbyists and professionals) actually want to use 

and what changes they would like to see farmers and policy makers make to help them support 

thriving and healthy colonies or expand the numbers that they keep. Take Part . 

 

2016 SPRING CONVENTION 

8-10 April  
 

30 Lectures 

50 Workshops 

Trade Show 

Partner Programme 

Accommodation 

Tickets on Sale 

11th January 
www.BBKA.org.uk 

 

BBKA member e-newsletter covering the latest news, initiatives, opportunities, outcomes and 

policies 

 

 

Worker Bee is the BBKA’s e-newsletter for dissemination throughout the BBKA member-

ship.  If you would like to receive it directly in future, please log into the BBKA Members' Area, 

edit your profile and enter your email address to subscribe.  There may be a white space in the 

right hand column using certain browsers; should this occur, please scroll up and click on 'View 

this email in your browser'. 
 

 

http://bbka.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b2f7bb7991a0c2554c620addc&id=973a4b12b3&e=dbff027a54
http://bbka.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b2f7bb7991a0c2554c620addc&id=2464fc04cc&e=dbff027a54
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the February edition no later than the 25th January.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

The South East Annual Report for 2015 written by Julian Parker, Regional Bee Inspector, South-

ern Region, is available as a PDF document and accompanies this newsletter as a separate attach-

ment. 

 

Please take time to read it as it contains important information for us all. 

 

 

Signing up to BeeBase as a Beekeeper will enable you to have access to all the latest information 

regarding disease and pest outbreaks and the latest advisory information; together with the results 

of various research projects. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, sign up now! – It’s FREE 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com 

 

Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulborough Village Hall on Satur-

day 5th March 2016.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green bee-

keepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important information 

booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years since we 

attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html

